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ABSTRACT

This analysis of Paulo Coelho’s novel The Witch of Portobello and its film
adaptation The Experimental Witch, entails three major questions: How important is
the role of objective truth when engaged in an inquiry? What role does narrative play
in overcoming metanarratives in order to create a poeticized society? What is the role
of magic realism when trying to dissolve boundaries and limitations that objective

truth and metanarratives impose on texts, or even societies?

This thesis aims to answer the questions above by first discussing Rorty’s theory of
how a poeticized society, and the strong poet, may overcome the limitations of
objective truth. Furthermore Lyotard argues that the concept of metanarrative, which
is political/social in nature, needs to dissolve. By including literary narrative theory,
this thesis aims to analyze the importance of how structuralist and postmodern
narrative theories relate to the concept of metanarrative. It is argued that Magical
Realism, which is used as a mode in contemporary novels and films, succeeds in
overcoming the limitations and boundaries imposed by metanarratives and objective
truth. Finally, the analysis of the novel and its film adaptation shows how magic

realism blurs boundaries and transforms meanings of existing concepts.

Keywords: Paulo Coelho, Richard Rorty, Jean-Frangois Lyotard, magic(al) realism,

poeticized society.
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Paulo Coelho’nun Portobello’nun Cadisi adli romani ve romanin film uyarlamasi
Deneysel Cadi ii¢ ana sorunun sorulmasini gerektirir: Bir aragtirma yaparken nesnel
dogrunun rolii ne kadar Onemlidir? Sairlesmis toplumun (poeticized society)
yaratilmasinda anlatinin {istanlatilar1 bastirmasinda ne tiir bir rolii vardir? Biiyiili
gercekeiligin nesnel dogrunun ve {lstanlatilarin metinler veya toplum {izerine

dayattig1 sinirlar ve kisitlamalarin yok edilmesindeki rolii nedir?

Yukarida belirtilen sorular1 cevaplandirabilmek igin bu tez ilk olarak ig¢in Rorty’nin
sairlesmis toplum ve giiglii sair (strong poet) kuramlarmin nesnel dogrunun
sinirlamalarinin iistesinden nasil gelebilecegini tartisiyor. Buna ilaveten, dogasi
politik veya sosyal olan {istanlattim kavrami Lyotard’mm neden iistanlatim
¢oOziilmelidir tartigmasi ile ele alinmaktadir. Edebi anlatim kuramini dahil ederek bu
tez yapisalct ve postmodern anlatim kuramlarinin tistanlatim kavrami ile nasil iligkili
oldugunun 6nemini analiz etmeyi amaglamaktadir. Cagdas romanlar ve filmlerde bir
bicim olarak kullanilan biiyiilii gergekeilik, iistanlatimlar ve nesnel dogru tarafindan
dayatilan kisitlamalar ve sinirlarin iistesinden gelmekte basarili olmustur. Son olarak,
roman ve onun film uyarlamasmin analizi biiyiilii gercekgiligin sinirlar1 nasil
bulaniklastirdigint ve varolan kavramlarin anlamlarini nasil dondstiirdigini

gostermektedir.

Anahtar kelimeler: Paulo Coelho, Richard Rorty, Jean-Francois Lyotard, biyiilii

gercekeilik, sairlesmis toplum.
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